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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OAU, PFOR 

SUBJECT: OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE MEETING IN YAOUNDE 
REFERENCE: LONDON 4207, ADDIS ABABA 4093, YAOUNDE 1 132 

1. US POLICY TOWARD VARIOUS LIBERATION GROUPS HAS BEEN TO 
MATNT AINDTSCRF.ETCONT ACT WITH THE LEADERSHIP WHILE FRANKLY 
ACKNOWLEDGING THAT OUR ABILITY TO ASSIST IS CIRCUMSCRIBED 
BY OUR OPPOSITION TO USING FORCE AS A MEANS FOR PROMOTING 
CHANGE-HOWEVER DESIRABLE IT MAY BE-IN SOUTHERN AFRICA OR 
THE PORTUGUESE TERRITORIES. THE OAU LIBERATION COMMITTEE 
AS A QUASI-COORDINATING GROUP FOR CHANNELING FINANCIAL, 
MILITARY, AND POLITICAL SUPPORT TO VARIOUS LIBERATION MOVE- 
MENTS HAS NEVER APPROACHED THE USG FOR FINANCIAL OR MILITARY 
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ASSISTANCE AND IT IS UNLIKELY, IN VIEW OF OUR KNOWN POLICY 
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OPPOSING THE USE OF FORCE, THAT IT WILL. IN ANY CASE, THE 
SALE OF US MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, TO 
PORTUGAL FOR USE IN AFRICA, OR TO THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
MINORITY REGIMES IS ILLEGAL. 

2. HOWEVER, WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ASSIST INDIRECTLY LIBERA- 
TION ORGANIZATIONS BY OFFERING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO 
SOUTHERN AFRICAN REFUGEES IN SECONDARY AND POST-SECONDARY 
TRAINING. THE SOUTHERN AFRICA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM (SASP), 

RECENTLY RENAMED THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN REFUGEE EDUCATION 
PROJECT (SAREP) AND ADMINISTERED THROUGH THE UN HIGH 
COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES (UNHCR), HAS ATTEMPTED TO TRAIN 
LIBERATION GROUP MEMBERS IN OCCUPATIONS OTHER THAN ARMED 
INSURGENCY. THE LONG-RANGE OBJECTIVE OF THE EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS IS TO FOCUS AFRICAN ENERGIES AND RESOURCES ON 
PEACEFUL APPROACHES TO THE LIBERATION PROBLEM AND TO 
DEVELOP A CADRE OF TRAINED PERSONNEL TO BENEFIT SOUTHERN 
AFRICA AND THE PORTUGUESE TERRITORIES IN THE FUTURE. 

3. USG POLICY CONCERNING THE LEVELS AND OCCASIONS OF US 
OFFICIALS' CONTACTS WITH LIBERATION LEADERS IS CLEARLY 
DEFINED IN PADM 52 OF OCTOBER 31, 1972. WE CONCUR THAT 

IF DIPLOMATIC CORPS ATTENDS 23RD ALC YOUR ATTENDANCE 
WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. 

4. INFORMATION ON US ATTENDANCE AT THE 22ND ALC MEETING 

IN MOGADISCIO IS UNAVAILABLE IN THE DEPARTMENT AND WE URGE 
AMEMB. MOGADISCIO TO PROVIDE ANSWERS TO WHAT THE US WAS 
INVITED AND AT WHAT LEVEL. 

5. WE ARE POUCHING THE RESULTS OF THE 22ND ALC MEETING 
TO AMEMB YAOUNDE AND AMEMB LONDON. RUSH 
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